
1 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s United 

Church 
 

Our Story, 
2011 Narrative Report 



2 
 

 

 

 Vision Statement: 
To be a loving and supportive community of faith where we celebrate the gifts of the Spirit we bring, 

regardless of age, to the service of the church, the Community, and the World. Out leaders, both Lay 

and Order of Ministry, will be supported and encouraged through our ongoing discernment of our 

mission and ministry and by our participation in the life and work of St. Paul’s United Church  

 

       Created: June, 2009 

 

 

Mission Statement: 
Putting one foot in front of the other, we will continue to walk on the path Christ has set for us. The 

people of St. Paul’s will 

 Belong....Believe...Love... Lead 

       Created: June, 2009  
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Sarah (Sadie) Emily Edgar - January 4, 2011 

Lloyd David Cooke - February 17, 2011 

Shirley Blanche Shopik –April 8, 2011 

Doreen Anne Currie - April 8, 2011 

Dale Norman Edgar - April 13, 2011 

Mary Student - May 31, 2011 

Wayne Melvin Tyndall - June 18, 2011 

John Schellenberg - June 20, 2011 

Donald James Pascoe - August 30, 2011 

Irene Muriel Pearcy - September 7, 2011 

Tanner Elton Hildebrand - October 22, 2011 

William (Bill) Harold Bowes - October 19, 2011 

Lloyd Melton Zutter - November 15, 2011 

Edward Ernest Kowalenko - November 28, 2011 

Kevin Roy Dolen - November 22, 2011 

In Our Memories 
2011  



4 
 

Weddings Celebrated 
Mr. & Mrs. David and Amy Stepnisky 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Lane and Alysse Barks 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew and Jordan Rennie 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Jocob and Ricki Houius 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Bradley and Erika Mullet 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Brent and Danielle Hingley 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Justin and Cindy Johnson 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Corey Ann Gervais 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven and Kimberley Sorenson 

 

     Baptisms Celebrated 
 

 

       Blake Alec Cyril Brown 

Marlee Summer White 

Samuel Richard David Peterson 

Gabriel Taylor John Peterson 

Liam Michael Allister Lapraik 

 



5 
 

A year goes past and the tree grows another ring, 

and as a year goes past there are other songs to sing. 

And as the sun in May chases away the cold, 

another year has past, another story must be told... 

(from The Needfire: A Celtic Celebration Written by Rick Fox) 

And what is the story we tell this year?  What is the story of our life together as a community of 

faith?  Is it a story of laughter or of tears, of hope or despair, of life or death?  I admit, that was a trick 

question, because the story of our life together has included all of those things. 

 

Over the past 12 months we have shared celebrations.  This church has seen baptisms and marriages.  

It has rung with songs of praise and the laughter of children.  We have also gathered people together 

to say farewells to long-time members of this community.  We have held each other in prayer and 

love.  We have shared the ups and the downs of life.  That is part of our story. 

 

The majority of the story lies in the everyday.  The story of our life together is a series of weekly 

worship services, monthly committee meetings, daily conversations, regular social events.  Places 

where we seek to hear God's voice, places where we see God at work in our midst, places where we 

are built up and strengthened as we seek to live as people of faith.  And then there is more... 

 

Another part of our story is our place in the community.  Even as we need to ask what that place is, 

and what it could be, we can rejoice that we have a place.  Our story is one of a building that is 

heavily used by community groups, with the notable addition at the end of the year of the HIV-North 

drop in program 2 afternoons a week.  Our story is one of a people who willingly share of themselves 

with the community around us.  A simple stroll through the lobby during this past December would 

have shown just how willingly we share with our community. 

 

And if the poem outlives the poet then one could say 

That tomorrow's song springs from life that's lived today... 

(from The Needfire: A Celtic Celebration Written by Rick Fox) 

As the circle of life continues to spin, the end of one year marks the beginning of a new.  A final (for 

this report anyway) part of our story is that your Church Council has started including in each 

meeting a time to have what we are calling “Visioning Discussions”.  This is time set aside 

specifically to look at how God is calling us to be a faith community in the 21st Century. 

 

Having just finished a year where we celebrated 100 years of continuous ministry on this site, we 

now look forward to the next anniversary party (and Sarah actually asked when that would be when 

we are the way home from the Elks hall after the party this year).  Part of our story lies in the future. 

 

What does 2012 hold for us?  Well we will spend time as a congregation exploring the question of a 

1/2 time staff person.  Do we need this, what would (s)he do, can we afford it?  It is my hopeful 

expectation that the summer of 2012 will see a lift installed. What else will a new year bring?  Where 

we are now has grown from the root planted 100 years ago.  Where we go from here will grow from 

where we are today.  May God be our leader and guide – and may we be willing to follow where God 

would have us go. 

 

 

Gord 
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COUNCIL CHAIR 2011 REFLECTIONS 

It is indeed a privilege for me to be writing this report as your current Chair of Council.  I am pleased to 

say that 2011 has been a very interesting year for me - just full of positive changes.   

We had the opportunity to experience a year of Rev. Gord’s warm and upbeat ministerial  leadership; 

we have a lovely group of children in our sanctuary each Sunday; we have creatively made suitable 

space for our small children at the rear of the sanctuary where they can visit with one another; we are 

about one-third of the way to getting our much needed elevator installed; and the sun seems to shine 

every day.  What more can we ask? 

I must also express my thanks and appreciation to all of the members of council who came to every 

meeting, each one sharing their expertise, and coming up with solutions and decisions in support of our 

congregation and the church at large.  This has helped me immensely, being my first year on Council and 

in the absence of a Past Chair or Chair Elect.  IT WAS ALL GOOD. 

Thanks also to our Trustees who have come forward and worked so diligently on our behalf with regards 

to insurance and the safety of everyone in our congregation.  ALL GOOD. 

Still more good news:  We are now most fortunate in having been blessed with  Ken Riley’s decision to 

join us as Chair Elect for 2012.  Ken will take over as Council Chair as of November, 2012.  Ken brings 

with him many years of  experience, qualifications and service to St. Paul’s.  It can only get better under 

his leadership.  WELCOME KEN RILEY. 

In closing, I would like to extend thanks and appreciation to all of our volunteers who visit, cook, teach, 

entertain, fix, and provide numerous other support services as needed.  TRULY A GREAT TEAM. 

May God bless all of this work and those who are doing it. 

 

Lorena Ramsankar, 

Council Chair 
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2011 was a year of Celebration at St. Paul’s. In early March Rev. Gord put out a call for anyone 

interested in working on a 100th Anniversary Celebration for our Congregation.  A small but enthusiastic 

group formed a committee excited to find ways to celebrate ”100 YEARS OF FAITH” at St. Paul’s. 

Our Anniversary date coincided with the Thanksgiving Weekend, Oct 8-10th and the planning started 

immediately to develop family friendly ways to celebrate.  This included lots of fanfare and enthusiasm 

to recruit folks to help with a float for the Canada Day parade, the build-up to our Anniversary Weekend.  

We were thrilled to have young and old and in-betweens represented on our “100 Years of Faith” float, 

a great opportunity for us to show our pride in being part of this community for 100 years. 

This Congregation is blessed with many 

talented people and we were thrilled when 

Dennis McIntosh agreed to create an 

anniversary plaque in honour of this 

milestone.  After numerous hours of 

woodcarving, and we know lots of support 

from Olive, Dennis presented us with a 

beautiful plaque of our Anniversary Logo 

with 1911 – 2011 and “100 Years of Faith”, 

carved into the wood.  A beautiful, and 

lasting symbol of our Anniversary. 

Our Anniversary Event stretched over two days with a 

Saturday Friends & Family Fun day.  This included a 

bouncy house, fish pond and carnival games for the kids, 

barbequed hamburgers and popcorn outdoors in the 

wonderful fall sunshine, and in the basement, numerous 

displays by groups in the church with tea and goodies being 

served.  An old time photo corner, complete with period 

costumes for folks to dress up in, was a big hit. 

Saturday evening ended with a banquet supper at the Elks Hall with approximately 105 people in 

attendance. We had a few folks travel from out of town to join our celebrations and many notes and 

greetings from former Ministers at St. Paul’s.  A power point presentation of pictures showcasing our 

church and its members through the years was a highlight of the evening, as were the memories shared 

by folks at our open mike.  A great evening of celebration. 

 

100 Years of Faith!  
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Sunday we closed our celebration events with an Anniversary church service and a dedication of a bench 

that will be a resting place for all who come by.  A plaque will hang above it with the following words: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,  

and I will give you rest.”  (Matthew 11:28) 

This bench is dedicated to who have, do, and will  

come to this place for comfort, support and refreshment. 

St. Paul’s United Church   1911 – 2011 

 

Our final dedication was the 

planting of a tree, a sign of growth 

and hope for the future.  Our 

planters were Art Macklin, 

representing the past, as he is the 

son of I.V. Macklin who was there 

for the sod turning for original 

McQueen Presbyterian Church, 

(which later became St. Paul’s) and 

Janaya Stewart from our Sunday 

school, representing the future.  

The celebrations came to a close with 

the cutting and sharing of our “100 

Years of Faith” Anniversary cake. 

 

We were proud to be a part of 

coordinating celebrations honouring our Church and all those who have made it what it is today.  We 

also recognize that without the help of many members of St. Paul’s our celebrations would not have 

been as successful. 

Thank you to everyone who helped.  Here’s to the next 100 Years of Faith! 

Respectfully Submitted by the 100th Anniversary Committee: 

Rev. Gord Waldie, Rachel Haines, Valerie Jenner, Brenda Stouffer 
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Finance and Stewardship 

While these two words are often linked together in our church’s structure they are really two very different 

sides of the coin.  As Treasurer, I find myself constantly focused on the bottom line.  How are we doing as far 

as having sufficient revenues to meet the financial obligations of the church?  Are we ready for long dry spell 

over the summer?  Will the Christmas Miracle bring us into the black in December?   The answers to these 

questions has been yes once again this year and I want to commend everyone who calls St. Pauls home for 

the support you have shown.   

 Yes, from an operating or general fund standpoint our church came through 2011 in pretty good shape.  That 

is only part of the success story however.  We also had Mission and Service contributions of   $27,759 for 

2011.  This was slightly below our budgeted number and I know there will be some discussions about 

increasing our focus on Mission and Service for 2012.  Off setting this news is the fact that the generosity 

shown in the outpouring of donations to our local outreach was absolutely outstanding.  As usual there is 

always a bit of a juggling act as we balance our emphasis of local versus world wide concerns. 

I would also like to mention the astounding success we experienced in fundraising for the Accessibility 

Project.  To the end of December there was a total of $59,750 received towards the project………..an amazing 

accomplishment and one that leaves me totally convinced that this project will be able to go forward this 

summer.  

So, in conclusion to my part of this report, I would like to express my thanks, a hearty slap on the back and an 

enthusiastic high five to each and every one of you for your support of St. Paul’s in 2011 and encourage you 

to keep your church in your thoughts as we move into 2012 with all the opportunities and challenges it will 

bring. 

Doug Currie, CA 

Treasurer 

 

Now, for the other side of the coin, the Stewardship committee started the year with three and lost one. So if 

any of the lovely people in the congregation would like to join me in our latest inspirational pursuit, please let 

me know.   

This year, we choose to focus our energy on the Accessibility Project. This project first came on the radar in 

St. Paul’s meeting minutes in 1975. Since then, this need has been shelved until this year. The more mature 

our population becomes, the more the need arises for a lift and wheelchair accessible washroom. This will 

not only be for us, but the community that requires the facilities. The congregation has shown great 

enthusiasm and participation in the project. This was expressed by grant writing, letters of support and 

financial donations.    

Thank you everyone for your kindness shown to all the projects this year, such as the Accessibility project, 

the donations to our local groups at Christmas time and the food bank. These projects were 

very successful.  St. Paul’s compassion shined in 2011.  I hope everyone is as excited as I am to see the 

construction start!  

 

Lori Ellis 

Stewardship 
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St. Paul's United Church 2012 Narrative Budget

$63,355

27%

$42,037

18%$67,222

27%

$30,000

13%

$36,032

15%
Worship

Christian Dev.

Pastoral Care

Mission & Service

Outreach
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Ministry and Personnel Committee, St. Paul’s United Church  

Narrative Budget – 2012 

The Narrative budget report gives the Ministry and Personnel Committee an opportunity to thank all 

who contribute to the ministry of St. Paul’s in 2011. Our paid personnel Debora, Natasha, Alison, Carla 

and Rev. Gord are supporters, facilitators and “pastors” to our worship, pastoral care and 

administration. Debora Richards is the newest member of our team acting as building host making the 

Church a welcoming place for weddings and funerals. Linda Wagner continues to fill in when Debora is 

busy with her fulltime employment. Laurie Anderson is the pianist helping with worship at the seniors’ 

and continuing care residences. Heather Fedoruk is our problem solver with the office computer and 

communication systems. We are grateful to all who have contributed to the worship and ministry of St. 

Paul’s. 

 The Ministry and Personnel Committee supports the ministry of the Church by ensuring that the paid 

personnel are in place and  that they are supported through continuing education; fair remuneration 

and helpful feedback. Your financial contributions and prayers make this possible.  

As part of his continuing education, Gord attended the Winter Refresher at St. Andrews College.  

The M&P Committee hosts a Christmas “gratitude” lunch for our wonderful staff. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Martha Dawson for the Ministry and Personnel Committee  

Nicki George, Susan McKenzie, and Jennifer Witherden 
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Presbytery annual report 
 

 Northern lights presbytery met three times in 2011.  They met February 11-13 2011 in 

Grande prairie AB. at St. Paul's united church, April.14-15 in Dawson creek B.C. At south peace 

united church, and September.30-October.2 2011 in Beaverlodge at Beaverlodge united church. 

 The meeting in Grande Prairie was opened by Chair Harold Imes with the prayer “Hope”. 

Conference staff present were Earl Reaburn, Personnel Minister; Pat Bourque, Regional 

Resource Personnel. 

 Nominations nominated Marg Anderson as a member-at-large and presented 1 motion. 

 Correspondence was made available to everyone. 

 Ministry meetings were held and reported on there were 8 motions voted on. 

 Pat Bourque, Regional Resource Personnel gave her report. 

 Approximately $240.00 was raised for Mission and Service. 

 Earl Reaburn talked about Ethical Standards and Healthy Boundaries. 

 There are worship services now provided on the web for use. 

The meeting ended with Sunday service with St. Paul's congregation. 

 The meeting in Dawson Creek was opened by chair Harold Imes.  Conference staff 

present was Pat Bourque, regional resource personnel.   The treasurer reported the checking 

account is $16,392.40, term deposit is $143,809.06, and a high interest savings account has 

$40,000.  Accounts receivable are $12,018.  $250.00 was raised for M&S. 

 Committees met and presented 8 motions for the court to vote on. 

 The chair declared the meeting adjourned at 4:05pm on Friday afternoon. 

 The meeting in Beaverlodge was opened by chair Harold Imes with a prayer from the 25
th

 

anniversary edition of the “Gathering.” 

 Conference staff present was Pat Bourque, Regional Resource personnel.  Also present 

was conference president Sally Boyle. Guest presenter was Catherine MacLean the author, with 

others, of “Our Words of Faith” and ministry personnel of St. Paul's in Edmonton.  Our guest 

was The Rev. Dr. D. Lawrence de Wolf, Atlantic School of Theology, Summer Distance 

Program. 

 Committees met and presented 18 motions for the court to vote on three of them were 

remits.  One was to withdraw the half-time position at St. Paul’s grande prairie from the vacancy 

list and that presbytery authorize the pastoral charge to name representatives to a new joint needs 

assessment committee. 

 Over $100.00 was raised for the 

M&S fund.  A doll named “Carrie” will 

travel around the presbytery raising money 

for child poverty world wide. 

 The meeting adjourned with worship 

with the Beaverlodge/ Wembley/Hythe 

congregations at the Beaverlodge Church. 
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Worship Committee Narrative Budget 
 

The Worship Committee is an important committee with a very specific purpose. We ensure 
that all of the congregation’s worship needs are being met. Each and every Sunday that St. 
Paul’s United Church opens its doors is because of the Worship Committee. The actual 
committee is small but the good news is that everyone who attends St. Paul’s United Church is 
able and willing to assist the committee by becoming involved and is actually a ”member at 
large” of this committee. 
The Worship Committee ensures that congregation members have worship services available to 
them to celebrate weddings, baptism, funerals, special services such as Blue Christmas, 
Communion and weekly Sunday services. We make available to the public, information on our 
web-site and through advertising about our seasonal worship services in the local newspaper. 
Participation in worship services through our sign-up sheets (the famous clipboard) is made 
available to people who wish to read scripture, light candles, greet the congregation or assist 
with coffee making service for everyone following the Sunday service. We welcome everyone to 
participate in worship by signing up in this manner. 
The Minister and Music Director are part of our committee along with several members of the 
congregation. Members of the committee could be involved in the following activities: 
-Visiting a family requesting baptism 

-preparing the elements for communion 

-seeking out leadership for a service when the minister is away 

-providing ideas on the delivery of the worship services  
-responding to correspondence 

-facilitating special projects such as the Nativity Scene display 

If you would like to move from being a “Member at Large” on our committee to sitting in on 
our Saturday Morning Breakfast meetings and participating more formally in our committee, 
please let us know. We are: Sherry Alstad- Chair, Brandy Peterson –Secretary, June Powell-
Communion and Pulpit Supply, Sheila Stilling- Member, Allison White- Music Director, Gord 
Waldie-Minister 
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MUSIC MINISTRY NARRATIVE BUDGET – 2012 

HALLELUJAH!!!  St. Paul’s musicians are celebrating this year a new addition to our family!  After much 

praying and wishing and hoping and waiting our church was given a wonderful gift of a brand new grand 

piano for the sanctuary!  Fred Lewis of Noteworthy piano was able to find us a deal that couldn’t be 

passed up and in July we welcomed a shiny, black piano to our church.  We are all enjoying the crystal 

clear melodies coming from this gorgeous instrument and the pianists are thankful for an easier time 

making music at the keyboard.  The congregation is finding the change in sound a bit of a challenge at 

times but gradually we will make the adjustments and get used to the increase in volume. 

Another dream came true for the choir when 28 new chairs arrived to replace our temporary plastic 

chairs.  These chairs were purchased from the memorial fund and are a beautiful addition to the 

sanctuary and so comfortable to sit in!  We welcome anyone to try them out and maybe one day we’ll 

have a sanctuary full of them!  A few chairs were purchased for some of our senior congregation 

members who find the pews uncomfortable for an hour and these are being enjoyed as well. 

Choir rehearsals are going strong on Thursday nights.  We have a thriving music program at St. Paul’s 

and a group of singers who not only enjoy making music together but also genuinely enjoy each other’s 

company.  This leads to great laughs at rehearsals, and fun parties where we’ve been known to 

serenade the neighborhood from the backyard after dinner! 

Our junior choir boasts 15 members, all enthusiastic vocalists who love having their voices heard!  This 

past year we’ve dressed as salt shakers, thrown apples, cuddled lambs and jumped up high to welcome 

Easter all while singing at the top of our lungs!  We celebrate our successes with the occasional pizza 

party and our favorite thing to do is play instruments like chimes, drums, tambourines and maracas.  

Listen for us making a joyful noise near you soon! 

Akabella, our bell choir, was directed this past year by Jeanette Borstad.  A new face at the helm meant 

some new members were encouraged to try their hands at ringing!  With a few experienced ringers by 

their sides the new ringers graced the congregation with lovely music last spring and this past fall.  We 

look forward to more bells sounds in the future!  The bell choir is working towards purchasing some new 

and better foam for the tables which will protect our investment of the bells better than the current set 

up. 

And lastly, the music ministry is keeping a close eye on the “More Voices” hymnbooks.  The binding of 

these books seems to be very short lived and new ones have been ordered for the choir as they’ve taken 

quite a beating.  Covers for the books are now available and may be considered for the congregation as 

well. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to St. Paul’s music ministry in the past year with their voice, 

their instrumental expertise or their leadership.  Your time and talents are treasured by all of us! 

     Respectfully submitted by,   Alison White (music director) 
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CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 
NARRATIVE BUDGET 

 

 

 

Presently on the Committee are Rev Gord Waldie, Marilyn Gamble, Fred Radersma, Janis Schau-Steinke 

and Valerie Jenner. Early in the year, Ruth Crites resigned as Chair. We are currently meeting without a 

formal Chairperson. 

 

Our goal, as a Committee, is to support our children, our youth and our adults in their faith journeys. To 

do this we see our mandate as providing programs and studies; assisting in leadership recruitment; and 

providing finances, where necessary, to this wide age range in our congregation. The main groups under 

our mandate are Sunday School, Nursery, Youth Group, mid-week groups (CGIT, Explorers), and Adult 

Education. 

 

The Nursery functions with the help of those parents who use the facilities. It has been suggested that 

the toys need another thorough cleaning and disinfecting, and this Committee will explore this need 

early in 2012. 

 

Rev Gord has taken on the responsibilities of Adult Education in that he has researched books, prepared 

and presented two Book Studies throughout the past year. Books read, enjoyed and discussed were 

“Everyday Justice” and “The Last Week”. “Les Miserables” was also presented with a discussion group, 

but in video format. Study attendance has been 6-7, which is a comfortable number for discussion. 

 

This Committee has taken seriously the interest of the congregation that St Paul’s provide more 

opportunities for social interaction after the Sunday worship service. With this in mind, we ensured 

there was a potluck or luncheon of some kind provided each month throughout the year. Some events 

were hosted by Sunday School, CGIT and Explorers, or in conjunction with the Committee Fairs (April 

and September) which this Committee also planned. 

 

We encourage anyone who wants to be involved in St Paul’s in some capacity and has an interest in the 

Christian Education of our children, members and adherents, to please speak to any of our Committee 

members.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Jenner, Committee Secretary 
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St Paul’s Vacation Bible School 

2011 

NARRATIVE BUDGET 

 

 

 

After several years with no VBS at St. Paul‟s we decided it was time to bring this long time 

summer tradition back! And it was awesome! 

With very little advertising we were able to secure 15 charges and we were off.  The theme for 

the week was „It only takes a Spark‟.  We spent the week of July 4-8 down in the basement 

helping to show these young people that it only takes one good deed to start a spiral of good 

things. 

The basement was transformed into the great outdoors complete with a huge white canvas 

hunting tent, a faux fire, and every green tree in the church.  We really did manage to bring the 

outside in.  Each day was themed with either rain, wind, fire or water. 

The day always started in the tent with the daily lesson, prayer and sing song, what‟s a campfire 

without songs – it was a hit. We had crafts that fit into our themes and the kids loved getting 

dirty creating their own fire‟s burning tie dyed t-shirts, rainsticks, flags and painted rocks.  When 

the weather participated we spent time outside doing water relays, bubble blowing and running 

parachute games down in the park. 

For the final day the kids got to stay longer and enjoy a traditional St. Paul‟s weiner boil and put 

on a fantastic concert for their families. They got to wear their camp shirt, sing all their newly 

learned songs and use their rainsticks.  Watching these kids in their tie dyed shirts singing „fires 

burning‟ was like stepping back in time here at St. Paul‟s. It was amazing! 

The 5 day VBS cost about $500 to put on, however, each child was charged a fee of $25 for the 

week or $40 per family to help to cover the costs of snacks and crafts.  

Don‟t worry if you missed it, we will be back this summer July 2 – 6! 

 

 

 

Janis Schau-Steinke & Alison White 
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St Paul’s YOUTH GROUP 
NARRATIVE BUDGET 

 

 

2011 was another good year for the Youth Group. We gained one moving up from Sunday School and 

the majority of the group has stayed the same. Attendance was lower… 3-7… in the fall and hardly ever 

the same mix of youth.  
 

The New Year kicked off some thought provoking topics and a little fun along the way: 

“New Year, New You”; “Religious Prejudice”; “Random Question Day”; “When Impatience Turns to 

Anger”; “Bible Fun & Games”; “Self Esteem”; “Take Responsibility”; “Lent – Why?”; “Who’s Your 

Neighbour?”; “What Species are You?”- when it comes to your approach to God; “F.R.O.G.” Forever 

Rely On God; “Easter is Not Over”; “Sincere Love… for Parents?”; and “Revenge vs Forgiveness”.  
 

We had a wonderful sleepover. All were interested, but turned out only the girls showed up. Five stayed 

all night and two others came for the evening fun, but couldn’t stay. We got really silly and came to 

church the next day in our pyjamas and ‘crazy’ hair. We finished off the year with a wiener roast down 

at O’Brien Park. Thanks go to Rachel Calhoun (CGIT Leader) who came to help at the sleepover and to 

Fred Radersma and Jack Wearmouth who did the organizing and grocery shopping for the wiener roast. 
 

Our fall started with the question “Why Come to Church, Anyway?” (I was away this Sunday and due to a 

miscommunication, there was no substitute. The Youth, however, found my notes and did the program themselves. I was so 

proud of them!!); “Saying Thanks to God”; “Judging Others from First Impressions”; “Why Communion?”; 

“What’s Confirmation?” (Rev Gord came down during the Service and discussed confirmation, mentors, etc); “Could I 

Be a Bully?”; Guest: Betty Grunau - discussed some of her travels and the religions encountered there; “Wrong Side 

of Pride”; “What’s Happening to Christmas?”. Our last Sunday before the Christmas break, we helped 

the Sunday School decorate and fill their snack bags for charity. 
 

We started something new this year…  

“Youth Group Book of Records” 

So far, we have two new records: 

Tallest Stack of Pennies:  

Winner- Brooklyn Broaders, Runner-up- Madison Radersma 

One Foot Balance with a Plate of Marbles:  

Winner- Madison Radersma, Runner-up- Marissa Wearmouth. 
 

Back by popular demand… bowling!!. Have you ever bowled on your knees, or backwards between your 

legs, or with your opposite hand? Well, we did and what a challenge!! Thanks again to Fred Radersma 

and Jack Wearmouth for booking this event. Many… MANY… laughs!! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Valerie Jenner, Youth Leader 
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St. Paulõs United Church Sunday School 2011 

Narrative Budget 

 

Sunday school finished the 2010-2011 year as it had started. The kids were divided into 2 groups, 3-5 

year olds and the grades 1-6.  We had four teachers, 2 in each section that were able to support each 

other.  There were generally 12- 16 kids there each week. 

Starting in the fall of 2011, Sunday school underwent a few changes. We broke into 3 groups, a 3&4 year 

old group headed up by Heidi Heke, a kindergarden to grade 2 group lead by Janis Schau-Steinke and the 

grades 3-6 lead by Marilyn Gamble.  We have a regular sub, Lori Stewart, who is available to help when 

we need it. We have Alison White coming downstairs once a month to sing with the kids, which is the 

highlight of the month. Our only expenses to date have been the purchase of a curriculum from Group 

Publications, and it is a ‘Sunday School in a Box’ cutting down on our prep time. The fall had the little 

ones on Safari learning about Creation, the middle group explored the 10 commandment and big kids 

studied God’s Amazing Graces.  Although the curriculum was a great way to start the year, it wasn’t 

always a good fit; we have now settled into using these curriculums as we need.  Each group gets the 

lesson, an activity, sometimes a craft and CD accompaniment.  We generally have 20 kids each week 

spread through the 3 groups, many of which are ‘regulars’.  

As December approached we started preparing for the much anticipated ‘Christmas Pageant’.  It has 

been sometime since St Paul’s had a pageant and we felt it time to get back in the saddle.  And thanks to 

Alison White, Don & Gail Schau, the Sunday school leaders, and Rev Gord on the I-pod controlling the 

moooo’s and hee haw’s, we had a show; ‘A Beastly Christmas’. The kids had a great time, as did the 

audience. We wrapped up the year with a group project with all the Sunday school children including 

the youth group decorating and filling 100 lunch bags of food for the homeless.  It was a great project to 

get the kids involved with the community. 

I am looking forward to a healthy happy 

Sunday school at St. Paul’s, and I feel like 

we are on the right track. Come and visit us anytime! 

 

Janis Schau-Steinke 
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CGIT 
NARRATIVE REPORT 

 

 

The CGIT group here at St Paul‟s continues to keep busy with programs designed to fall within our 

Purpose to Cherish Health, Seek Truth, Know God and Serve Others. As we have for the past several 

years, we have maintained a close relationship with the Explorer group in order to create an easy 

transition to CGIT when their girls graduate. We want to thank their leaders Brenda Stouffer and Colleen 

Wearmouth for helping to keep that communication open. 
 

Our programming for 2011: 

January: ñBlack & White New Yearôs Nightò; ñWhat is CGITé Really?ò; guest speaker Betty Grunau – trip     

     to Bhutan; tobogganing night at Muskoseepi 

February: preparations for Presbytery Conference at St Paul‟s – made WELCOME sign and purchased   

     and prepared goodie bags for delegates; hostesses at Conference; sleepover at church; Valentine‟s    

     craft; ñSelf Esteemò; ñCheatingò 

March: helped at Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper; Mission Study ñBeing Disabled at St Paulôsò; Meike   

     DeGroot fr Paraplegic Society with guests Gloria and Holly; Mission Luncheon funds donated for the  

     St Paul‟s lift; ñLetôs Talk About Lentò; Swap Night;  

April: ñMind Your Mannersò; Easter Study ñThe Seven Last  

     Words of Jesusò; Wind-Up party with Explorers 

 

Fall 2011 kicked off with 10 girls and leadership being myself  

and Rachel Calhoun. Liz Ramsankar is still with us, too, as  

Leader Assistant.  
 

                                                        Formal Initiation: Leader Valerie Jenner, Niamh Casey, Paige Menard, Marissa Wearmouth 

 

September: Registration & Fun Night; ñLetôs Get Acquaintedò; Fall Camp ñWe Are Familyò 

October: Bring-a-Friend Night; Elections – President: Sarah Powell, Vice: Olivia Kennedy, Secretary:  

     Kendall Fraser; United Way – helped with their campaign envelopes; Formal Initiation – 3 new girls;  

     attended Church during National CGIT Week; guests of Explorers at “Neewollah” Party 

November: Vesper Bible Study; Kidnap Breakfast; Remembrance Day ñLest We Forgetò; Vesper  

     practicing; Friday Fun Night (games & baking peanut butter and apple crescents ï YUM!) 

December: presented Vesper Service ñLooking for Christ in Christmasò; hosted Christmas Party with  

     Explorer guests; Christmas evening with craft 
 

Alberta CGIT Association is planning a Provincial Rally the first weekend in June at Camp Wohelo on 

Pigeon Lake. We are hoping that all the CGIT and Explorer girls and leaders will be able to attend. This 

will be our first opportunity to use the generous gift of $500. (designated for travel expenses) that was 

given to CGIT this past spring by a St Paul‟s member. 
 

Thank you to St Paul‟s for your support over the past year.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Jenner, CGIT Superintendent 
 

                                   Camping Fun: Olivia Kennedy, Kaelin Vanden Bon,  

                                            Paige Menard, Tiffany Lanctot, Kendall Fraser 
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St Paul‟s Explorers… who/what are they?  Explorers is a group of girls in grades 4 – 6 who 

meet every Tuesday evening from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. from September to the end of April. We 

gather for fun, fellowship, laughter and lessons. 

We do our best to have a full mix of programming throughout the year.  We tried something new 

in January with a Glitz and Glam evening to kick off the New Year.  The girls enjoyed dressing 

up and having fancy treats and dreaming about the year ahead.  January also came with an 

opportunity to learn a little about Bhutan when we had guest speaker Betty Grunau come and 

share photos and stories of her travels there.  We ended our evening with sampling Lentil Soup, 

something new to most of the girls.   

The start of the year included annual favourite activities like our Crazy Hair and Backwards 

evening, Collection night and of course, our Un-Birthday Sleepover, where no one get‟s much 

sleep.  We celebrate everyone‟s birthday‟s and make gifts out of our extensive array of crafting 

items.  Then Leaders got an evening off the next week when girls took over planning for our 

“Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” night.  We were treated to a fun “game show” organized by 

Explorers. 

In February we held our Star Ceremony / Talent night and celebrated a wide array of talents 

with musicians, artists, dancers and even sign language.  We did an exploration on the 

“Garbage Bag Princess” and discovered some interesting creative clothing designs simply made 

from garbage bags. 

In the Spring we had an exploration on mobility and had two guest speakers who had suffered 

spinal cord injuries come speak to the group.  Holly Crichton, a local horseback rider who had 

an injury while riding and is wheelchair bound currently trains sheep dogs, and Gloria who 

survived a severe car accident and was told she would never walk, and defied the odds.  Both 

shared their inspiring stories with the girls.  The Mission Luncheon we served to the 

congregation brought in funds which we donated to the Accessibility fund at St. Pauls.  We also 

talked about Shrove Tuesday did an Easter exploration where the girls got to try their hand at 

Ukrainian eggs decorating. 

We had 2 Graduates in April:  

Keisha Schlamp and Marissa Wearmouth 

September kicked off with 10 enthusiastic 

girls four of them new members.  We worked 

on Star Work, with the senior girls helping the 

new ones learn their Purpose, Motto, Hymn 

and Prayer.  We did greeting at church and 

 

 

ST. PAULôS EXPLORERôS -  2011  
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assisted with a potluck luncheon.  Our 

weekend camp at Sturgeon Lake had the 

theme “We Are Family” and we talked about 

the different “types” of families there are, 

what traits make up a family and how even 

Explorers is a “family” group.  The girls had 

fun with indoor and outdoor activities and 

making and framing Family Tree pictures. 

Fall activities included opportunities to get to know each other better, a Surprise supper, 

working on Star Work and a Thanksgiving Exploration.  We hosted the NEEWOLLAH 

(Halloween spelt backwards) party with CGIT, did an Exploration on Peer Pressure, and invited 

Reverend Gord to come do an Exploration on Peace.  The girls learned the word Shalom and 

discussed ways we can be peacemakers.  We celebrated Initiation and our first Star 

Ceremony.  Shared our “favourite things” with each other and wrapped up the year joining 

CGIT in the annual Christmas Vesper Service – a highlight for everyone. 

We currently have 11 girls registered and charge $30 / year for registration; no one is ever turned 

away.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Stouffer & Colleen Wearmouth
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United Church Women (UCW) Narrative Budget 2011 

This has been a year of transitioning the UCW out of being the key organizers and major workers for the 

Garage Sale and Beef Supper.  

As for how successful this transition has been, time will tell. There are individuals who I believe will 

organize the Beef Supper after being totally or heavily involved in organizing the supper this past fall. 

Non UCW members have shown interest in organizing a garage sale. 

The UCW is very thankful to all who helped this year with these two major events. Thanks to everyone’s 

hard work and co-operation $5 752 was raised from the Garage Sale and $3 596 from the Beef Supper.  

We have also started to involve non UCW members in preparing and serving funeral lunches. When 

talking with non members about helping they are very willing but need help in seeing the “big picture” 

of what needs to be done. They may also have ideas for changes which may be helpful, that we could be 

open to. Again thank you to all in the congregation that have helped with set up for funerals then 

serving and clean up after. 

Due to moving out of organizing the Garage Sale and Beef Supper the UCW will no longer have funds to 

donate to the maintenance and daily operation of the church building. We will still contribute to the 

following: St. Andrew’s Intern Fund, Bissell Centre, Angola Scholarship Fund, CGIT Square Knot and 

Camp Wohelo, Odyssey House, John Howard Society, Fellowship Least Coin, Ethiopian Project, Pregnant 

Teens, Grandmother to Grandmothers, Mission and Service Fund, CGIT and Explorers, Sunday School 

and Congregational Supplies (coffee, tea, etc.) 

Perhaps we will find ways of raising “some” funds with less work involved. An example of this is the 

Grandmothers to Grandmothers tea that Unit Two organizes.  

UCW members are continuing to care for one another as they always have through happy and difficult 

times.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
100

th
 Anniversary at St. Paul’s United Church 

Olive McIntosh, Beryl Alstad, Bertha Melnyk, & Betty Grunau 
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH WOMEN FINANCIAL 

REPORT-2011 

INCOME 

Units’ Offering 1185.30   

Fellowship Least Coin 56.86   

Projects’ Income 17212.26   

Transfer From 2010 Funds 2145.43  20599.85 

 

EXPENSES 

Operations 162.75   

Project Costs 2513.06   

Literature 30.00   

Christenson’ Dryburgh Fund 100.00   

Amunge Sewing Machine 335.00   

Cookbooks 210.00   

UCW National 33.00   

St. Andrews Intern Fund 100.00   

Bissell Centre 100.00   

Angola Scholarship Fund 100.00   

CGIT Square Knot & Camp Wohelo 125.00   

Odyssey House 100.00   

John Howard Society 25.00   

Nepal Project (Mary Martin) 300.00   

Fellowship Least Coin-Interchurch Council 56.86   

Ethiopian Girl’s Education for a year 300.00   

Bible-a-Month 36.00   

Pregnant Teens 100.00   

International Relief (Bed Kits) 350.00   

Grandmothers to Grandmothers (S. Lewis) 1084.00   

Naramata Bldg. Fund 200.00   

“Faith Lift” 70.00   

 

ST. PAUL’S OPERATIONS: 

Mission & Service Fund 1600.00   

Photocopier Subsidy 200.00   

CGIT & Explorers 200.00   

Sunday School 200.00   

Cong. Supplies (Coffee/Tea/Paper supplies) 1288.06   

New Stove 466.39   

Snow Removal 1885.80   

Repairs & Maintenance items 873.33   

Flowers & Gifts 455.60   

Donations to Accessibility Fund 7000.00  20599.85 

   -0- 



24 
 

2011 Narrative Budget Report ï Outreach Committee  

St. Paulôs United Church Mission Statement           

     ñPutting one foot in front of the other, we will continue to walk the path Christ has set 

for us.  The people of St. Paulôs will:  BelongéBelieveéLoveéLead.ò 

 

2011 has been another busy year with yo ur Outreach Committee responding to many 

needs in our local community directly and through our partnership with local agencies.   

We thank you ALL for your continued commitment to making life better    for so many in 

Grande Prairie through your faithful co ntributions to the Outreach Fund at second 

offering the first Sunday of each month!  

Total Revenue for 2011   $10,330.70                                                                 

Highlights for 2011 : 

February:   St. Paulôs Annual Pancake Supper was held with all proceeds going toward 

the St. Paulôs Accessibility fund for the new elevator.    Thanks to the men for their 

cooking skills, CGIT for waiting tables, and so many helping hands to look after 

preparation, dishes and take down.                        Close to $600.00 was raised.  

April:  National United Church appeal for Africa ï donation of $500.00 through Red 

Cross.  

June:  Slave Lake Fire ï donation to evacuees through City of Grande Prairie - $200.00 

Ongoing :  Discretionary Funds for Rev. Waldie to disburse to those who come to our 

church doors in need.  - $606.50 

We continue to support those agencies receiving little or no outside funding and/or who 

serve screened and identifiable groups within the Grande Pr airie population.    

These include:                                                                                                      1) Grande 

Prairie Elderôs Caring Shelter: 

¶ Canadian Tire Money to offset maintenance costs . 

¶ IGA food cards to supplement their fresh food budget needs.  

¶ Christmas Campaign Collection of: blankets,  winter wear, personal 
hygiene supplies.   

¶ Cash donation for 2011  = $1000.00  

 2) Ongoing support of Salvation Army who screen clients and refer   

 back t o us those needing help with:  

¶ Food or gas vouchers through GP Co -op = $2769.28 
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¶ Bus transportation costs beyond the Alberta border for work or 
family emergencies = $272.48  

¶ Salvation Army Christmas Campaign collection of: stocking stuffer 
items for babies, c hildren and teens, food bank items, personal 
hygiene supplies.  

¶ Youth Group shopping blitz to supplement congregational  donations 
for youth and teen stocking stuffer items.  They d id a fantastic job as 
savvy and enthusiastic shoppers!!  Thanks so much.   = $1500.00  

¶ Ingredients for 100 Snack Packs to be distributed to the homeless by 
the Salvation Army in January.  We thank the Sunday school for 
preparing these packs for us. = $400.00  

¶ Cash donation = $1000.00  

  Salvation Army disbursements 2011 =   $5941.76  

 3) GPRC ï Room of Plenty food bank and emergency student needs.  

¶ Christmas Campaign collection of:  food bank items, baby food & 
diapers.  

¶ Cash donation 2011 =  $1000.00  

 

Total Cash Disbursements for 2011 =  $9,323.00  

 

We have kept cash back in the Outreac h account as we explore donation options for 

GPYESS (Grande Prairie Youth Emergency Shelter Society) and Native Counseling 

Services through the Grande Prairie Friendship Centre.  

 

Respectfully submitted by St. Paulôs Outreach Committee 2011: 

Paula Anderson,  Norm Dyck, Mieke deGroot, Art Macklin, Tom Mankowsk  
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HEALING TOUCH 
NARRATIVE REPORT 

 
With the support of the St. Paul’s congregation, the Healing Touch group, (17 of us) continues 
to meet and practice monthly and offer individual healing sessions. We offer prayer stations 
during Communion – an opportunity to have an individual prayer and healing hands. We have 
led worship services centred around the ministry of healing. 
 
God’s hope for each of us is healing and wholeness. Healing has always been at the heart of 
Christian community and Jesus calls us to continue his healing ministry. The Healing Touch 
ministry is about seeking wholeness through our relationship with God. Through prayer, 
meditation, and centering, we pray to restore balance and wholeness in our body, mind, 
emotions and spirit. Healing Touch is a complimentary way to promote the balance between 
our mental, physical, emotional and spiritual energy. 
 
What do we do? Through meditation and centering prayer we connect with God’s energy. We 
pray that this Divine energy flows through us to you – for your highest good. We learn 
techniques that help us sense where the energy is, what it is like and then try to smooth it out. 
Receiving a healing touch treatment can be relaxing, peaceful, energizing, grounding and a 
sense of being connected to the Divine in a new way. Often some days later one is aware that 
something has changed. 
 
We request $500 be added to the Budget to assist the cost of bringing a facilitator to a 
workshop in 2012. The trainers are accredited by Naramata Centre’s Healing Pathways 
program. 
 
Please feel free to talk with Marge Riley or Jeannette Borstad for more information – better yet, 
plan to attend a Workshop and become a member of our group! 
 
Marge Riley 
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LABYRINTH - Walking the Sacred Path  

 

The Labyrinth is an ancient, universal symbol found all over the world dating back 3500 

years.  It is used as a meditation tool ð a walking meditation.  It is known as a sacred 

path, a metaphor for life and Journey to the centre of our soul s.  Labyrinths are found in 

churches, hospitals prisons, spas, public parks and schools!   

A Labyrinth, unlike a maze, has only one path, which always leads to the centre.  One 

enters and returns on the same path.  In walking a Labyrinth the only decision to make 

is to enter and walk.  

Walking a Labyrinth  can teach us about wholeness and healing of the heart, transitions, 

reconciliation, forgiveness, gratitude, celebration ð it can deepen Spirituality!   

We laid our Path in the  large basement in August, 2006.  It approximates the Chartres 

Labyrinth in the Chartres Cathedral in France, built around 1220 AD.  

Many have walked the St. Paulõs Labyrinth:  Church Board and committee members in 

retreat, Youth gr oups, ours and others, Grade 10  students from St. Joes Catholic Church 

as part of their Gr. 10 retreats, Sunday School children, Healing Touch group members in 

workshops, and individuals seeking meditation.  

Our Labyrinth is a part of the Healing Ministry a t St. Paulõs.  We feel privileged to have 

this meditation tool for our church family and guests.  We pray that all who walk would 

be open to the experience and find a connection to the ONE who walks with us.  May 

all who walk this Labyrinth find healing an d peace.  

There are monthly scheduled walks ð the schedule is in the Bulletin ð but anyone may 

walk during the day when the Church office is open.  

For more information or if you have questions, please contact Marge Riley.  
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH PROPERTY & MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 

NARRATIVE REPORT FOR 2011 

 

Members of the committee are Neil Alstad, Tim Brown, Norm Dyck, Jack Field, Betty  Grunau, Steve 

Hyatt, Jim Stearns , Jack and Marissa Wearmouth and Margaret Bowes.  Gord Waldie often attends our 

meetings. 

Our committee had 10 monthly meetings (we don’t meet in July and August unless an urgent matter 

occurs.)  We meet on a Saturday morning at 8 a.m. in the large basement.  Everyone takes turns making 

breakfast.  Following breakfast a long list of chores are done. 

Chores can include replacing fluorescent tubes or light bulbs, fixing toilets, doing fire alarm checks, 

removing recycle material, delivering food left at church for the food bank, the spring and fall yard 

cleanup, mowing the lawns during the summer, cleaning out sumps, washing church exterior walls, 

washing windows and innumerable other chores. 

Six exit lights were replaced with LED lights (UCW paid $636.00 for those). 

As well men from the committee have been great about picking up items for the Garage Sale with the 

help of other volunteers, and being on hand for the big cleanup that follows Saturday at noon., 

P&M estimated $1000.00 for Janitorial supplies and $4000.00 for Repairs and Maintenance.  Betty 

Grunau picks up all the Janitorial supplies – the janitor’s contract does not include supplies.  R&M costs 

could be higher if unexpected items occur such as furnace motors’ failures etc. 

 

We enjoy the fellowship of our committee. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Margaret Bowes 

 

 

 

 

 


